EDMUND & MARY ANN (POLLY) GARDNER BACON 



(My parents) 

Edmund Bacon was born in Galena Jo, Davis County, Illinois on July 28, 1852, 
the son of Chancey and Celestia Sisson Bacon. He was the seventh child in a family of four- 
teen. He lived with his parents and moved with them from Hancock County, Illinois to Salt 
Lake City, then finally to Pleasant Grove, Utah County, Utah where they made their home 
for a number of years. After the birth of fourteen children, his parents separated and his 
mother took the children and moved to Georgetown, Bear Lake County, Idaho. Here he grew 
to manhood. 

Mary Ann (Polly, to her family) Gardner was born at Big Cottonwood on October 
2, 1857 to Archibald and Mary Ann Bradford Gardner. Polly was a lovable girl, good natured, 
considerate of everyone and very well liked. She had dark brown, curly hair, a fair complexion 
and hazel eyes. She was approximately 5' 6" and slender. She had a flair for clothes and was 
always well dressed. 

Employment in Idaho was scarce, so Edmund came to Salt Lake City and worked 
at the Germania smelter in Murray, Utah and also at the smelter in Sandy. Edmund was a man 
of medium height, stockily built and well muscled. His hair and mustache were reddish brown 
and his dress was casual rather than stylish. 

While employed at one of the smelters, he met Mary Ann Gardner. They were 
strongly attracted to each other and announced their intention to marry. Mary Ann's father, 
Bishop Archibald Gardner, strongly opposed the marriage; Edmund was a smelter man and a 
non-member of the L. D. S. Church. Mary Ann threatened that if he would not marry them, 
they would run away and be married elsewhere. Finally her father consented and performed 
the ceremony on April 30, 1877 at West Jordan. 

The couple moved to Pleasant Grove where Edmund Delos, their first child was 
born. Later they moved to Georgetown, Idaho where three other children were born; one boy, 
Arch, and two girls, Delila and Clara. Their home was a log house. Here Mary Ann developed 
consumption (tuberculosis). She was moved to West Jordan for care and died April 24, 1887 
at the home of her sister, Rebecca Gardner. 

Six days after the death of his wife and on their tenth wedding anniversary, 
April 30, 1887, Edmund was baptized into the L. D. S. Church by James H. Gardner and 
confirmed by Archibald Gardner on the same day. On December first of that year (1887) 
he took his children to the Logan Temple and, with Elizabeth Turner standing in for her sister 
Mary Ann, had their endowments and the children sealed to their parents. 

At the time of Mary Ann's death, the oldest child was eight and the baby eighteen 
months. Edmund returned with his family to Georgetown but was unable to care for them; he 
kept the oldest boy with him, gave the other boy to his wife's sister, Elizabeth Turner, and 
placed the two little girls in the home of Jane Gardner (Archibald's wife), giving them to Aunt 
Jane and to Polly's favorite sister, Delila Gardner, so they would not be separated. 

Edmund now worked in mining camps at Bingham, Butte and Helena, Montana. 
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At one time he returned and made his home with Rawsel Gardner (Mary Ann's brother) and 
worked for some time on the farm. Here he left Delos and returned to Montana mines and 
the Wyoming sheep herds. Occasionally he returned for a few days to West Jordan bringing 
gifts and always seemed pleased to see his children, then he was gone again. Over the years 
the visits became more and more infrequent. At one time he batched with his son Arch in 
Sugar City, Idaho for a winter. 

On hearing of his youngest daughter's (Clara) marriage, he sent a check for 
$100 with which she purchased a new Singer sewing machine. When she heard he was sick 
in a hospital, she sent the remainder of the $100.00 plus more that her husband had contributed. 
That was the last time she heard from him. 

Edmund was a good man with sheep and would spend months at a time faithfully 
caring for others' flocks. It was at this time that the range war was raging between the sheep 
and cattle men over grazing rights. Edmund was in Cokeville, Wyoming when a dispute arose 
between the two factions. There was drinking and shooting and in the gun battle that followed, 
Edmund was shot and killed. It was hard for his family to take but they were always thankful 
it was not he who had done any killing. 

His body was brought to Clara's house where the funeral was held and the 
children showed him every respect. His funeral was large considering the length of time he 
had been gone. He was buried in the Murray City cemetery on October 19, 1911 beside his 
wife and daughter Delila, who had died of diphtheria at the age of fourteen. 

Edmund was a kind, tender-hearted man, very reserved when not drinking; 
very dependable and honest and an excellent worker always ready to help anyone in need. It 
was the loss of his wife, whom he idolized, that caused his trouble. 
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